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Ligustrum robustum  

 

Scientific name:  

Family:  Oleaceae Hoffmannsegg. & Link. 

Species:  Ligustrum robustum (Roxb.) Blume  

Synonyms:   
Phillyrea robusta Roxb.  

Common names:  bora-bora (Sri Lanka) 

Bayer code: LIGWA 

Description: For a description of Ligustrum robustum refer to 

http://www.hear.org/Pier/species/ligustrum_spp.htm.  

Access http://images.google.com/images for link to images of Ligustrum robustum. 

Distribution: 
China, Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Burma, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam 

(GRIN,  2001) 

Réunion (Macdonald et al., 1991) 

Mauritius (Lorence and Sussman, 1986) 



 

G. Fowler,  USDA-APHIS-PPQ  

Center for Plant Health Science and Technology 

Biology and Ecology: Ligustrum robustum is recognized as a highly invasive species by 

Binggeli et al. (1998) and is included by the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (2000) in a list of the 100 most invasive species (only 35 of which are plants). 

Rejmanek and Richardson (1996) also include it in their list of most invasive woody 

species. Its invasiveness has been experienced mainly on Mauritius and on the island of 

Réunion in the Indian Ocean. In Mauritius it escaped from the Botanical Gardens and 

rapidly developed into a highly invasive weed and a threat to native forests (Lorence and 

Sussman, 1986). On Réunion, Macdonald et al. (1991) regarded it as one of the most 

invasive species not only on sites disturbed by man but also penetrating primary forest. 

Although we do not yet have full information on this species, it would appear to present a 

significant threat to tropical regions of the United States. 
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